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Michel Marc Bouchard’s latest play tells the story of Queen Christina of Sweden, who wreaked havoc
throughout northern Europe in the middle of the seventeenth century. An enigmatic monarch, a flamboyant
and unpredictable intellectual, a woman eager for knowledge, and a feminist before her time, Christina
reigned over an empire she hoped to make the most sophisticated in all of Europe.

In 1649, Christina summoned René Descartes to her court in Uppsala to share with her the radical new ideas
emerging from science and philosophy at the time – ideas that contradicted long-held, faith-based views
about the world. Astronomer Johannes Kepler had recently proposed the elliptical trajectory of planets –
including Earth – around the sun, and Descartes himself contended, despite condemnation from the Church,
that individuals, not God, determined their own destiny.

Descartes’s ideas about free will and reason appealed to Christina, who was struggling to reconcile tensions
between her rational, thinking self and emotions she dared not name – including her love for a woman.
Rather than bow to pressure to conform to the expectations of a nation that demanded she give it an heir, the
twenty-six-year-old queen abdicate her throne to convert to Catholicism – rendering her ineligible to rule,
according to Swedish law. Was this an act of madness? Or a bold gesture of autonomy by a modern woman
born out of her time – one whom the seventeenth century simply could not contain?

Christina, the Girl King premieres at the 2014 Stratford Festival.

Cast of 4 women and 6 men.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Christina, The Girl King. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Christina, The Girl
King. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's read.

John Solorio:

The publication with title Christina, The Girl King has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Maureen Daniels:

Christina, The Girl King can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Christina, The Girl King nevertheless doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Justin Tran:

You may get this Christina, The Girl King by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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