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The Image of Christ expresses the view that modern secular audiences can engage with the masterpieces of
Christian art at an emotional as well as a purely aesthetic or historical level. This book aims to help the
viewer understand these pictures by focusing attention on the purpose for which they were made, and
explores what they might have meant to their original viewers.

The authors trace how a recognizable image of Christ evolved, starting with the earliest symbols and
metaphorical images such as the Sheperd, the Lamb and the Vine. They trace the emergence of a "true
likeness," emphasizing the importance of the Veronica, the "miraculous portrait" said to have been imprinted
on the cloth held out to Jesus on the way to Calvary. They describe how artists conveyed the paradox
of Christ's dual nature—human and divine, weak and powerful, victim and victor—in portrayals of his
infancy. They also show how images of Christ's suffering during the Passion were intended to convey
a cosmic, not just a personal significance. Artists have attempted to put extremes of suffering and despair
into an overal context of hope–a vein of hope that runs from the catacombs to Hiroshima and beyond.

These are images that speak, even to those who do not hold Christian beliefs. Artists had to make it clear that
in representing the life and death of Jesus they were offering a continuing truth; we the spectators have to
become eyewitnesses to an event that matters to us now. As a result, the different moments and aspects of
Christ's life become, in the hands of great artists, a reflection of all human experience. The Virgin nursing
her son expresses the feelings of love every mother has for her child. Christ mocked in innocence beset by
violence. Christ risen and appearing to Mary Magdalene is a universal reaffirmation that love cannot be
destroyed by death. Beyond their obvious religious significance, these are paintings that have a
universal meaning.   
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From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Here thing why that The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Image of
Christ (National Gallery London). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) in e-book can
be your alternate.

Alfredo Dunn:

Typically the book The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see,
this book very appropriate to you. The book The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Ann Potter:

You can get this The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Betty Perez:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Image of Christ (National
Gallery London) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book
and read it. Beside that the book The Image of Christ (National Gallery London) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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