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The Reverend Howard Finster was twenty feet tall, suspended in darkness. Or so he appeared in the
documentary film that introduced a teenaged Greg Bottoms to the renowned outsider artist whose death
would help inspire him, fourteen years later, to travel the country. Beginning in Georgia with a trip to
Finster’s famous Paradise Gardens, his journey—of which The Colorful Apocalypse is a masterly
chronicle—is an unparalleled look into the lives and visionary works of some of Finster’s contemporaries:
the self-taught evangelical artists whose beliefs and oeuvres occupy the gray area between madness and
Christian ecstasy.

With his prodigious gift for conversation and quietly observant storytelling, Bottoms draws us into the
worlds of such figures as William Thomas Thompson, a handicapped ex-millionaire who painted a 300-foot
version of the book of Revelation; Norbert Kox, an ex-member of the Outlaws biker gang who now lives as a
recluse in rural Wisconsin and paints apocalyptic visual parables; and Myrtice West, who began painting to
express the revelatory visions she had after her daughter was brutally murdered. These artists’ works are as
wildly varied as their life stories, but without sensationalizing or patronizing them, Bottoms—one of today’s
finest young writers—gets at the heart of what they have in common: the struggle to make sense, through art,
of their difficult personal histories.

In doing so, he weaves a true narrative as powerful as the art of its subjects, a work that is at once an
enthralling travelogue, a series of revealing biographical portraits, and a profound meditation on the chaos of
despair and the ways in which creativity can help order our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Colorful Apocalypse:
Journeys in Outsider Art, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Charles Smith:

Beside that The Colorful Apocalypse: Journeys in Outsider Art in your phone, it can give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have The Colorful Apocalypse: Journeys in Outsider Art because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Marni Elliott:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Colorful Apocalypse: Journeys in
Outsider Art can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Jason Young:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Colorful Apocalypse: Journeys in
Outsider Art or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes The Colorful Apocalypse: Journeys in Outsider Art to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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