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In his best-selling Art and Fear, David Bayles (with Ted Orland) closely examined personal and
autobiographical episodes in search of general truths about artmaking. Bayles now turns that same attention
to his native West.

When European Americans “discovered” the American West, they fell in love with the resplendent
landscape. The love affair and its congenital flaws persists to this day.

Bayles writes: “. . . the question is why my people bungled our occupation of the West so badly when no one
really wanted to, when there was every chance to get it right, when voices of caution were constantly raised,
when what needed to be done was frequently obvious, and when, occasionally, we did get it right (think:
National Parks).”

Notes on a Shared Landscape engages the issues that make the West the West—widely ranging over the
autobiographical and the cultural, the ecological and the epistemological, the cow and the potato. This is an
intensely personal book, and though the Western library is huge, there is not another book like it. Much of
the text unfolds in Yellowstone, where Bayles writes:

In the Lamar valley of the Yellowstone, beaver gnaw the trunks of cottonwoods, elk browse their leaves. The
shadows are long, even in summer. Even so, it is just another place. In it, just as elsewhere, we see the marks
of our own hands faintly because we don’t have to know very much about the land we live in, because we are
equally a part of and apart from nature, and because there is hardly any moment when humans are more
delusional than when self recognition is required.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Notes on a Shared Landscape: Making
Sense of the American West will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Donald Shelby:

The book Notes on a Shared Landscape: Making Sense of the American West has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

Herbert Willams:

The reason why? Because this Notes on a Shared Landscape: Making Sense of the American West is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Rachel Haley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Notes on a Shared Landscape: Making Sense of the American West when you desired it?
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