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An exploration of philosophical and religious ideas about humor in modern philosophy and their secular
implications.

By exploring the works of both Anthony Ashley Cooper, Third Earl of Shaftesbury, and Søren Kierkegaard,
Lydia B. Amir finds a rich tapestry of ideas about the comic, the tragic, humor, and related concepts such as
irony, ridicule, and wit. Amir focuses chiefly on these two thinkers, but she also includes Johann Georg
Hamann, an influence of Kierkegaard’s who was himself influenced by Shaftesbury. All three thinkers were
devout Christians but were intensely critical of the organized Christianity of their milieux, and humor played
an important role in their responses. The author examines the epistemological, ethical, and religious roles of
humor in their philosophies and proposes a secular philosophy of humor in which humor helps attain the
philosophic ideals of self-knowledge, truth, rationality, virtue, and wisdom.

“Lydia Amir’s latest book will put in good spirits applied philosophers (both those who instruct as well as
those who counsel) by showing them how humor can provide them with a useful and multiform toolbox in
their professional lives … The applied philosophers reading Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy
will be ready to remind their students and/or consultants that laughter is food for thought, so humor must be
taken very seriously.” — International Journal of Applied Philosophy

“…readers are rewarded with a well-rounded account of the importance of humor to all philosophical walks
of life … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Lydia Amir is Senior Lecturer of Philosophy in the School of Media Studies at the College of Management
Academic Studies in Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Laurie Dunn:

The knowledge that you get from Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann,
Kierkegaard is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Humor and the Good Life in
Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury,
Hamann, Kierkegaard instantly.

Irma Chavez:

The guide with title Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Michelle Morrow:

You can find this Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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