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The behind-the-scenes story of the world's most famous palace, painting a picture of the way its residents
truly lived and examining the palace's legacy, from French history through today

The story of Versailles is one of historical drama, under the last three kings of France's old regime, mixed
with the high camp and glamour of the European courts, all in an iconic home for the French arts. The palace
itself has been radically altered since 1789, and the court was long ago swept away. Versailles sets out to
rediscover what is now a vanished world: a great center of power, seat of royal government, and, for
thousands, a home both grand and squalid, bound by social codes almost incomprehensible to us today.

Using eyewitness testimony as well as the latest historical research, Spawforth offers the first full account of
Versailles in English in over thirty years. Blowing away the myths of Versailles, he analyses afresh the
politics behind the Sun King's construction of the palace and shows how Versailles worked as the seat of a
royal court. He probes the conventional picture of a "perpetual house party" of courtiers and gives full weight
to the darker side: not just the mounting discomfort of the aging buildings but also the intrigue and status
anxiety of its aristocrats. The book brings out clearly the fateful consequences for the French monarchy of its
relocation to Versailles and also examines the changing place of Versailles in France's national identity since
1789.

Many books have told the stories of the royals and artists living in Versailles, but this is the first to turn its
focus on the palace itself---from architecture and politics to scandal and restoration.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Anderson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Versailles: A Biography of a
Palace book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Hall:

This Versailles: A Biography of a Palace is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Versailles: A
Biography of a Palace in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Cheryl Reese:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Versailles: A Biography of a Palace was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Shirley Davenport:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Versailles: A Biography of a Palace can make you experience more
interested to read.
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