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In 1939, a team of short, scrappy kids from a vocational school established specifically for Mexican
Americans became the high school basketball champions of San Antonio, Texas. Their win, and the ensuing
riot it caused, took place against a backdrop of shifting and conflicted attitudes toward Mexican Americans
and American nationalism in the WWII era. “Only when the Mexicans went from perennial runners-up to
champs,” García writes, “did the emotions boil over.”

The first sports book to look at Mexican American basketball specifically, When Mexicans Could Play Ball
is also a revealing study of racism and cultural identity formation in Texas. Using personal interviews,
newspaper articles, and game statistics to create a compelling narrative, as well as drawing on his experience
as a sports writer, García takes us into the world of San Antonio’s Sidney Lanier High School basketball
team, the Voks, which became a two-time state championship team under head coach William Carson
“Nemo” Herrera. An alumnus of the school himself, García investigates the school administrators’ project to
Americanize the students, Herrera’s skillful coaching, and the team’s rise to victory despite discrimination
and violence from other teams and the world outside of the school. Ultimately, García argues, through their
participation and success in basketball at Lanier, the Voks players not only learned how to be American but
also taught their white counterparts to question long-held assumptions about Mexican Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this When Mexicans Could Play Ball:
Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 book because this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you may already know.

Lisa Morgan:

This book untitled When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-
1945 to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or
you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from
your list.

Louis Jackson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-
1945.

Jeff Weaver:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race,
and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945.
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