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At the height of his fame Thomas Alva Edison was hailed as “the Napoleon of invention” and blazed in the
public imagination as a virtual demigod. Newspapers proclaimed his genius in glowing personal profiles and
quipped that “the doctor has been called” because the great man “has not invented anything since breakfast.”
Starting with the first public demonstrations of the phonograph in 1878 and extending through the
development of incandescent light, a power generation and distribution system to sustain it, and the first
motion picture cameras—all achievements more astonishing in their time than we can easily grasp
today—Edison’s name became emblematic of all the wonder and promise of the emerging age of
technological marvels.

But as Randall Stross makes clear in this critical biography of the man who is arguably the most globally
famous of all Americans, Thomas Edison’s greatest invention may have been his own celebrity. Edison was
certainly a technical genius, but Stross excavates the man from layers of myth-making and separates his true
achievements from his almost equally colossal failures. How much credit should Edison receive for the
various inventions that have popularly been attributed to him—and how many of them resulted from both the
inspiration and the perspiration of his rivals and even his own assistants? How much of Edison’s technical
skill helped him overcome a lack of business acumen and feel for consumers’ wants and needs?

This bold reassessment of Edison’s life and career answers these and many other important questions while
telling the story of how he came upon his most famous inventions as a young man and spent the remainder of
his long life trying to conjure similar success. We also meet his partners and competitors, presidents and
entertainers, his close friend Henry Ford, the wives who competed with his work for his attention, and the
children who tried to thrive in his shadow—all providing a fuller view of Edison’s life and times than has
ever been offered before. The Wizard of Menlo Park reveals not only how Edison worked, but how he
managed his own fame, becoming the first great celebrity of the modern age.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Frew:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva Edison Invented the
Modern World. Try to make the book The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva Edison Invented the
Modern World as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Wizard of Menlo Park: How
Thomas Alva Edison Invented the Modern World. All type of book could you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Chad Smith:

Here thing why this The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva Edison Invented the Modern World are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva
Edison Invented the Modern World giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva
Edison Invented the Modern World. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Wizard of Menlo Park: How
Thomas Alva Edison Invented the Modern World in e-book can be your alternate.

Harry Thomas:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Wizard of Menlo Park:
How Thomas Alva Edison Invented the Modern World that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice



only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva
Edison Invented the Modern World become your own starter.
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