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From the beginning of the American occupation in 1945 to the post-bubble period of the early 1990s,
popular music provided Japanese listeners with a much-needed release, channeling their desires, fears, and
frustrations over an ever-shifting geopolitical reality into a pleasurable and fluid art. Pop music allowed
Japanese artists and audiences to assume various identities, reflecting the country's uncomfortable position
under American hegemony. Michael Bourdaghs composes the first English-language study of this
phenomenon, considering genres as diverse as boogie-woogie, rockabilly, enka, 1960s rock and roll, 1970s
New Music, folk, and technopop. Reading these forms and their cultural import through music, literary, and
cultural theory, he introduces a range of readers to the sensual moods and meanings of modern Japan.

As he unpacks the complexities of Japanese pop production and consumption, Bourdaghs interprets a
country as it worked through (or tried to forget) its imperial past. These efforts grew even murkier as
Japanese pop migrated to the nation's former colonies. In postwar Japan, pop music both accelerated and
protested the commodification of everyday life, challenged and reproduced gender hierarchies, and insisted
on the uniqueness of a national culture, even as it participated in an increasingly integrated global
marketplace. Each chapter examines a single genre through a particular theoretical lens: the relation of music
to liberation; the influence of cultural mapping on musical appreciation; the role of translation in transmitting
musical genres across the globe; the place of noise in music and its relation to historical change; the tenuous
connection between ideologies of authenticity and imitation; the link between commercial success and
artistic integrity; and the function of melodrama. Bourdaghs concludes with a look at recent Japanese pop
music culture.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Porter:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture).

Lionel Gutierrez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon:
A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives:
History, Society, and Culture) become your own starter.

Michael Kenney:

The book untitled Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Stacey Greene:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon:
A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Sayonara



Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and
Culture) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of this time.
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