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"Rambo took the barrios by storm: Spanish videotapes of the movie were widely available, and nearly all the
boys and young men had seen it, usually on the VCRs of their family's more affluent friends. . . . As one
young Sandinista commented, 'Rambo is like the Nicaraguan soldier. He's a superman. And if the United
States invades, we'll cut the marines down like Rambo did.' And then he mimicked Rambo's famous war
howl and mimed his arc of machine gun fire. We both laughed."—from the book

There is a Nicaragua that Americans have rarely seen or heard about, a nation of jarring political paradoxes
and staggering social and cultural flux. In this Nicaragua, the culture of machismo still governs most
relationships, insidious racism belies official declarations of ethnic harmony, sexual relationships between
men differ starkly from American conceptions of homosexuality, and fascination with all things American is
rampant. Roger Lancaster reveals the enduring character of Nicaraguan society as he records the experiences
of three families and their community through times of war, hyperinflation, dire shortages, and political
turmoil.

Life is hard for the inhabitants of working class barrios like Doña Flora, who expects little from men and
who has reared her four children with the help of a constant female companion; and life is hard for Miguel,
undersized and vulnerable, stigmatized as a cochón—a "faggot"—until he learned to fight back against his
brutalizers.

Through candid discussions with young and old Nicaraguans, men and women, Lancaster constructs an
account of the successes and failures of the 1979 Sandinista Revolution, documenting the effects of war and
embargo on the cultural and economic fabric of Nicaraguan society. He tracks the break up of families,
surveys informal networks that allow female-headed households to survive, explores the gradual
transformation of the culture of machismo, and reveals a world where heroic efforts have been stymied and
the best hopes deferred. This vast chronicle is sustained by a rich theoretical interpretation of the meanings
of ideology, power, and the family in a revolutionary setting.

Played out against a backdrop of political travail and social dislocation, this work is a story of survival and
resistance but also of humor and happiness. Roger Lancaster shows us that life is hard, but then too, life goes
on.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Life is Hard: Machismo, Danger,
and the Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Debbie Siegel:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Life is Hard: Machismo,
Danger, and the Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Deborah Brantley:

This Life is Hard: Machismo, Danger, and the Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Life is Hard: Machismo, Danger,
and the Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Life is Hard: Machismo, Danger, and the Intimacy of
Power in Nicaragua forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Miguel Philip:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Life is Hard: Machismo, Danger, and the
Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Life is Hard: Machismo, Danger, and the Intimacy of Power in
Nicaragua can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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