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Bodily Matters explores the anti-vaccination movement that emerged in England in the late nineteenth
century and early twentieth in response to government-mandated smallpox vaccination. By requiring a
painful and sometimes dangerous medical procedure for all infants, the Compulsory Vaccination Act set an
important precedent for state regulation of bodies. From its inception in 1853 until its demise in 1907, the
compulsory smallpox vaccine was fiercely resisted, largely by members of the working class who interpreted
it as an infringement of their rights as citizens and a violation of their children’s bodies. Nadja Durbach
contends that the anti-vaccination movement is historically significant not only because it was arguably the
largest medical resistance campaign ever mounted in Europe but also because it clearly articulated pervasive
anxieties regarding the integrity of the body and the role of the modern state.

Analyzing historical documents on both sides of the vaccination debate, Durbach focuses on the key events
and rhetorical strategies of the resistance campaign. She shows that those for and against the vaccine had
very different ideas about how human bodies worked and how best to safeguard them from disease.
Individuals opposed to mandatory vaccination saw their own and their children’s bodies not as potentially
contagious and thus dangerous to society but rather as highly vulnerable to contamination and violation.
Bodily Matters challenges the notion that resistance to vaccination can best be understood, and thus easily
dismissed, as the ravings of an unscientific “lunatic fringe.” It locates the anti-vaccination movement at the
very center of broad public debates in Victorian England over medical developments, the politics of class,
the extent of government intervention into the private lives of its citizens, and the values of a liberal society.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Bodily
Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical Perspectives)? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Sarah Winship:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
actual Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical Perspectives) is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Penny Risley:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in
England, 1853-1907 (Radical Perspectives) as your daily resource information.

Rebecca Moreno:

This book untitled Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical
Perspectives) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
your account to past this reserve from your list.
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