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A major biography of arguably New Zealand's greatest modern political leaderAs Norman Kirk's body
lay in state near the steps of Parliament on the day after his death on 31 August 1974, a kaumatua wailed 'the
mighty totara has fallen'. The lament reflected what many New Zealanders felt about this big, commanding
and loved leader, dead at just 51. More than 30,000 people filed past Kirk's casket over two days, and again
in Christchurch, in a commemoration that matched only Michael Joseph Savage's for emotional power. Both
men died in office, both men were humanitarians. Kirk also worked to move the Labour Party away from its
cloth-cap heritage to embrace a much broader electoral compass, for it to become, in his words, 'the natural
party of New Zealand'. Prime Minister of New Zealand between November 1972 and August 1974, Kirk's
childhood was blighted with poverty, yet he thrived. He moved into a succession of manual trades, before
booming into local body politics. His political rise was rapid, from mayor of Kaiapoi at the age of 30 to
leader of the Labour Party within a few years. This book examines Kirk's political leadership; his successes,
especially his stunning performances on the international stage, but also his later difficulties when the
country's economy was rocked by international oil shocks. He deferred the 1973 Springbok tour and sent
warships into the French nuclear testing zone near Mururoa Atoll, his government set up ohu and the
established the DPB. He was New Zealand's first truly regionalist Prime Minister, drawing New Zealand
closer to Asia and the Pacific, as the ties to 'mother Britain' slowly loosened. This landmark book takes the
full measure of the remarkable New Zealander who was our last working-class Prime Minister.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of Norman Kirk.

Ronnie Miller:

The reason? Because this The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of Norman Kirk is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Cherry Simard:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Mighty Totara: The Life and
Times of Norman Kirk is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Mary Stone:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of Norman
Kirk can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Mighty Totara:
The Life and Times of Norman Kirk.
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