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Between loyalty and disobedience; between recognition of the law's authority and realization that the law is
not always right: In America, this conflict is historic, with results as glorious as the mass protests of the civil
rights movement and as inglorious as the armed violence of the militia movement. In an impassioned defense
of dissent, Stephen L. Carter argues for the dialogue that negotiates this conflict and keeps democracy alive.
His book portrays an America dying from a refusal to engage in such a dialogue, a polity where everybody
speaks, but nobody listens.

The Dissent of the Governed is an eloquent diagnosis of what ails the American body politic--the
unwillingness of people in power to hear disagreement unless forced to--and a prescription for a new process
of response. Carter examines the divided American political character on dissent, with special reference to
religion, identifying it in unexpected places, with an eye toward amending it before it destroys our
democracy.

At the heart of this work is a rereading of the Declaration of Independence that puts dissent, not consent, at
the center of the question of the legitimacy of democratic government. Carter warns that our liberal
constitutional ethos--the tendency to assume that the nation must everywhere be morally the same--pressures
citizens to be other than themselves when being themselves would lead to disobedience. This tendency, he
argues, is particularly hard on religious citizens, whose notion of community may be quite different from that
of the sovereign majority of citizens. His book makes a powerful case for the autonomy of communities--
especially but not exclusively religious--into which democratic citizens organize themselves as a condition
for dissent, dialogue, and independence. With reference to a number of cases, Carter shows how
disobedience is sometimes necessary to the heartbeat of our democracy--and how the distinction between
challenging accepted norms and challenging the sovereign itself, a distinction crucial to the Declaration of
Independence, must be kept alive if Americans are to progress and prosper as a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed THE DISSENT OF THE
GOVERNED (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Aaron Mullen:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book THE DISSENT OF THE GOVERNED (The William E.
Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization) seemed to be making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
THE DISSENT OF THE GOVERNED (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American
Civilization) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together
with the book THE DISSENT OF THE GOVERNED (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of
American Civilization). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kurt Chapman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this THE DISSENT OF THE GOVERNED (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of
American Civilization).

Joshua Dunleavy:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book THE DISSENT OF THE GOVERNED
(The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization) to make your personal reading
is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and examining



especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide THE
DISSENT OF THE GOVERNED (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American
Civilization) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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