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Among Asian languages, Tibetan is second only to Chinese in the depth of its historical record, with texts
dating back as far as the eighth and ninth centuries, written in an alphabetic script that preserves the
contemporaneous phonological features of the language.

The Classical Tibetan Language is the first comprehensive description of the Tibetan language and is
distinctive in that it treats the classical Tibetan language on its own terms rather than by means of descriptive
categories appropriate to other languages, as has traditionally been the case. Beyer presents the language as a
medium of literary expression with great range, power, subtlety, and humor, not as an abstract object. He
also deals comprehensively with a wide variety of linguistic phenomena as they are actually encountered in
the classical texts, with numerous examples of idioms, common locutions, translation devices, neologisms,
and dialectal variations.

"Beyer's work is the first grammar of classical literary Tibetan that adopts a genuinely fresh approach to the
language, abandoning the tired (and often inaccurate) conventions of Indo-European grammar that dominate
the available textbooks. Though some of his conclusions and assertions may be controversial, Beyer forces
us to think about the distinctive features of Tibetan in a challenging and animated fashion. His many
examples, drawn from all branches of the literature, are superb.

"The fields of Buddhist Studies, Asian History, and Comparative Literature have all suffered as a result of
the limited access to Tibetan primary sources. Beyer's book will significantly contribute to rectifying this
state of affairs."– Matthew Kapstein, Columbia University
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From reader reviews:

Alice Bowers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language.

Johnna Chapin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The
Classical Tibetan Language had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies:
The Classical Tibetan Language is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language. You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

David Barr:

The experience that you get from SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The Classical
Tibetan Language giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language instantly.

Gina Keller:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept SUNY Series in
Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled SUNY Series in Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan
Languageis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented



of the world with this book.
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