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Tom Bissell is a prizewinning writer who published three widely acclaimed books before the age of thirty-
four. He is also an obsessive gamer who has spent untold hours in front of his various video game consoles,
playing titles such as Far Cry 2, Left 4 Dead, BioShock, and Oblivion for, literally, days. If you are reading
this flap copy, the same thing can probably be said of you, or of someone you know.
 
Until recently, Bissell was somewhat reluctant to admit to his passion for games. In this, he is not alone.
Millions of adults spend hours every week playing video games, and the industry itself now reliably outearns
Hollywood. But the wider culture seems to regard video games as, at best, well designed if mindless
entertainment.
 
Extra Lives is an impassioned defense of this assailed and misunderstood art form. Bissell argues that we are
in a golden age of gaming—but he also believes games could be even better. He offers a fascinating and
often hilarious critique of the ways video games dazzle and, just as often, frustrate. Along the way, we get
firsthand portraits of some of the best minds (Jonathan Blow, Clint Hocking, Cliff Bleszinski, Peter
Molyneux) at work in video game design today, as well as a shattering and deeply moving final chapter that
describes, in searing detail, Bissell’s descent into the world of Grand Theft Auto IV, a game whose themes
mirror his own increasingly self-destructive compulsions.
 
Blending memoir, criticism, and first-rate reportage, Extra Lives is like no other book on the subject ever
published. Whether you love video games, loathe video games, or are merely curious about why they are
becoming the dominant popular art form of our time, Extra Lives is required reading.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Comerford:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter. Try to the actual book Extra
Lives: Why Video Games Matter as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Steven Evans:

This Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter can
bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even phone. This Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter having fine arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Joyce Francois:

The feeling that you get from Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter will be the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter instantly.

Walter Burchett:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter as the daily
resource information.
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