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What links conscious experience of pain, joy, color, and smell to bioelectrical activity in the brain? How can
anything physical give rise to nonphysical, subjective, conscious states? Christof Koch has devoted much of
his career to bridging the seemingly unbridgeable gap between the physics of the brain and phenomenal
experience. This engaging book -- part scientific overview, part memoir, part futurist speculation -- describes
Koch's search for an empirical explanation for consciousness. Koch recounts not only the birth of the modern
science of consciousness but also the subterranean motivation for his quest -- his instinctual (if "romantic")
belief that life is meaningful.Koch describes his own groundbreaking work with Francis Crick in the 1990s
and 2000s and the gradual emergence of consciousness (once considered a "fringy" subject) as a legitimate
topic for scientific investigation. Present at this paradigm shift were Koch and a handful of colleagues,
including Ned Block, David Chalmers, Stanislas Dehaene, Giulio Tononi, Wolf Singer, and others. Aiding
and abetting it were new techniques to listen in on the activity of individual nerve cells, clinical studies, and
brain-imaging technologies that allowed safe and noninvasive study of the human brain in action. Koch gives
us stories from the front lines of modern research into the neurobiology of consciousness as well as his own
reflections on a variety of topics, including the distinction between attention and awareness, the unconscious,
how neurons respond to Homer Simpson, the physics and biology of free will, dogs, Der Ring des
Nibelungen, sentient machines, the loss of his belief in a personal God, and sadness. All of them are
signposts in the pursuit of his life's work -- to uncover the roots of consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist
(MIT Press) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

This Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press)
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
be worry Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) can bring any time you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sean Rusin:

The e-book with title Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Julie Long:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press).
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