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Medical care of the terminally ill is one of the most emotionally fraught and controversial issues before the
public today. As medicine advances and technologies develop, end-of-life care becomes more individualized
and uncertain, guided less by science and more by values and beliefs. The crux of the controversy is when to
withhold or withdraw curative treatments--when is enough, enough?
Political debates rage about when treatment is no longer effective; difficult cases are contested in courts; and
the media devour the most sensational aspects of end-of-life care. In all this excitement and controversy,
what is sadly overlooked is the extreme pressure that care of the terminally ill puts on medical staff as they
deal with patients and their families and make life-or-death decisions. That pressure--the psychological strain
and continuing uncertainties--is magnified when the patients are children.
David Bearison looks at this controversial issue from the perspective of the medical staff caring for dying
children. Not just doctors, but nurses and counselors as well. By capturing their stories--as no other book has,
Bearison is able to move beyond broad, abstract ideas about end-of-life care to convey the situated contexts
of such care, including the complications, disagreements, frustrations, confusions, and unexpected setbacks.
In addition to a discussion of questions surrounding whether to withhold or withdraw curative treatments,
When Treatment Fails explores the crucial concerns of those medical practitioners who care for dying
children: education and training, relation with one another, communicating with patients and families, and
finally, coping and moving on. Ultimately, the threads connecting these themes are the great costs and
rewards of this difficult work, and the lessons that can be drawn from the nitty-gritty experiences of medical
practitioners who struggle to find the balance between trying to defeat death and trying to provide comfort.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Tucker:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for
Dying Children will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Joan Davis:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares
for Dying Children book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Steven Simon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children giving
you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better
life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

David Yoon:

This When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children in your hand
like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book



that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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