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At seven o'clock in the morning on February 21, 1916, the ground in northern France began to shake. For the
next ten hours, twelve hundred German guns showered shells on a salient in French lines. The massive
weight of explosives collapsed dugouts, obliterated trenches, severed communication wires, and drove men
mad. As the barrage lifted, German troops moved forward, darting from shell crater to shell crater. The battle
of Verdun had begun.

In Verdun, historian Paul Jankowski provides the definitive account of the iconic battle of World War I. A
leading expert on the French past, Jankowski combines the best of traditional military history-its emphasis
on leaders, plans, technology, and the contingency of combat-with the newer social and cultural approach,
stressing the soldier's experience, the institutional structures of the military, and the impact of war on
national memory. Unusually, this book draws on deep research in French and German archives; this mastery
of sources in both languages gives Verdun unprecedented authority and scope. In many ways, Jankowski
writes, the battle represents a conundrum. It has an almost unique status among the battles of the Great War;
and yet, he argues, it was not decisive, sparked no political changes, and was not even the bloodiest episode
of the conflict. It is said that Verdun made France, he writes; but the question should be, What did France
make of Verdun? Over time, it proved to be the last great victory of French arms, standing on their own.
And, for France and Germany, the battle would symbolize the terror of industrialized warfare, "a
technocratic Moloch devouring its children," where no advance or retreat was possible, yet national
resources poured in ceaselessly, perpetuating slaughter indefinitely.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Crites:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Carol Sage:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Verdun: The Longest Battle of the
Great War will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Judith Craig:

The experience that you get from Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this specific Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War instantly.

Claudia Butler:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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