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The Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, ratified in 1868, sought to protect the rights of the newly
freed slaves; but its first important test did not arise until five years later. When it did, it centered on a
vitriolic dispute among the white butchers of mid-Reconstruction New Orleans.

The rough-and-tumble world of nineteenth-century New Orleans was a sanitation nightmare, with the city's
many slaughterhouses dumping animal remains into neighboring backwaters. When Louisiana finally
authorized a monopoly slaughterhouse to bring about sanitation reform, many butchers felt disenfranchised
from their livelihoods. Framing their case as an infringement of fundamental rights protected by the new
amendment, they flooded the lower courts with nearly 300 suits. The surviving cases that reached the U.S.
Supreme Court pitted the butchers' right-to-labor against the state's "police power" to regulate public health.
The result was a controversial and long-debated decision that for the first time addressed the meaning and
import of the Fourteenth Amendment.

Speaking for the slim majority in the Court's 5-4 decision, Justice Samuel F. Miller upheld the state's actions
as a fair use of its "police power." Of much greater import, however, was Miller's finding that the Fourteenth
Amendment was intended exclusively as a means of protecting and redressing the suffering of former slaves.
The result was a very restricted interpretation of the "privileges and immunities," "due process," and "equal
protection" clauses of the new amendment. Accustomed to a very limited federal presence in the states, the
Court refused to allow the broad terms of a single amendment to alter the existing balance of power between
the states and the federal government.

In striking contrast, the minority, represented most notably by Justice Stephen Field, claimed that the
Fourteenth Amendment had been intended to apply to all Americans, not just former slaves. In particular, the
minority contended, it guaranteed the New Orleans butchers a right to equal treatment in the exercise of the
police power. The position of the dissenters foreshadowed an aggressive use of the Court's power in the
protection of fundamental rights in the future.

In The Slaughterhouse Cases, Labb and Lurie take a much needed look at a landmark decision that has been
far more cited than closely studied. Engagingly written and insightfully argued, the book provides the most
complete analysis yet of this controversial Supreme Court decision, fills a major gap in American history,
law, and politics, and sets the standard for all future discussions on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation,
Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) to read.

Harold Cole:

Here thing why this specific The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth
Amendment (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation,
Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) in e-book can be your option.

Cecilia Moore:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Slaughterhouse
Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ophelia Ellis:

This The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,



why. The explanation of this The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth
Amendment (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Slaughterhouse
Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, and the Fourteenth Amendment (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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