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A luminous quartet, five years in the writing, reveals even more fully the breathtaking range of "a storyteller
in the grand tradition" (New York Times).

Allan Gurganus's voice--by turn bawdy and serene, folkloric and profane--deepens as it soars into this quiet
masterwork. Four new fables--rich in event, comedy, experience--surge with the force of history's headlines
versus sidestreet human fortitude. Improbable heroes and heroines spiral outward from Gurganus's familiar
Carolina terrain. Each fires into a wild and differing direction, all in quest of some fantasy that's practically
impossible:

--An impoverished immigrant has her portrait painted (or not) by John Singer Sargent.

--A young man's devotion to saving eighteenth-century homes—and their odd lingering ghosts—helps him
find unlikely ways to renovate his own mortality.

--A pillar of the community becomes, over the course of one cartoon matinee, its pariah.

--A beloved, transfixingly homely father shows his village and his only son a decency stronger than race,
humiliation, or even death itself.

These characters' quixotic missions prove mysterious, often even to themselves. Their legacies are not easily
deciphered. And yet, their most impractical wishes soon become the heartiest facts about each. They manage
to wrest battle-courage from everyday indecision. Out of superstition and convention, they lift certainty.
They each find a wealth of consoling truths banked--immortal--in the all-too-human heart.

Allan Gurganus's great powers--announced more than a decade ago by Oldest Living Confederate Widow
Tells All--here achieve a yearning exuberance worthy of a new Whitman. These leaps of sexual longing,
empathy, and faith become a major new gift from this essential fablemaker.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Foland:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Practical Heart: Four Novellas
(Vintage Contemporaries) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Dumas:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Practical Heart: Four Novellas (Vintage Contemporaries).

Etsuko Siler:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Practical Heart: Four Novellas
(Vintage Contemporaries) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Practical Heart: Four Novellas (Vintage
Contemporaries) become your personal starter.

Justin Tapscott:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Practical Heart: Four Novellas
(Vintage Contemporaries) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The
Practical Heart: Four Novellas (Vintage Contemporaries) as good book not just by the cover but also with the
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to



listening to a different sixth sense.
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