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The early Christian writer Tertullian first applied the epithet "bride of Christ" to the uppity virgins of
Carthage as a means of enforcing female obedience. Henceforth, the virgin as Christ's spouse was expected
to manifest matronly modesty and due submission, hobbling virginity's ancient capacity to destabilize gender
roles. In the early Middle Ages, the focus on virginity and the attendant anxiety over its possible loss
reinforced the emphasis on claustration in female religious communities, while also profoundly disparaging
the nonvirginal members of a given community.

With the rising importance of intentionality in determining a person's spiritual profile in the high Middle
Ages, the title of bride could be applied and appropriated to laywomen who were nonvirgins as well. Such
instances of democratization coincided with the rise of bridal mysticism and a progressive somatization of
female spirituality. These factors helped cultivate an increasingly literal and eroticized discourse: women
began to undergo mystical enactments of their union with Christ, including ecstatic consummations and vivid
phantom pregnancies. Female mystics also became increasingly intimate with their confessors and other
clerical confidants, who were sometimes represented as stand-ins for the celestial bridegroom. The dramatic
merging of the spiritual and physical in female expressions of religiosity made church authorities fearful, an
anxiety that would coalesce around the figure of the witch and her carnal induction into the Sabbath.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Carter:

The e-book with title The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious
Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Daniel Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell:
Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still question The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in
the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) as good book not merely by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Paulette Preston:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a
lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is The Bride of
Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages
Series) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Chuck Bryson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Bride of Christ
Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series)



which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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