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Beginning in the 1860s, the Russian Empire replaced a poll tax system that originated with Peter the Great
with a modern system of income and excise taxes. Russia began a transformation of state fiscal power that
was also underway across Western Europe and North America. States of Obligation is the first sustained
study of the Russian taxation system, the first to study its European and transatlantic context, and the first to
expose the essential continuities between the fiscal practices of the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union.

Using a wealth of materials from provincial and local archives across Russia, Yanni Kotsonis examines how
taxation was simultaneously a revenue-raising and a state-building tool, a claim on the person and a way to
produce a new kind of citizenship. During successive political, wartime, and revolutionary crises between
1855 and 1928, state fiscal power was used to forge social and financial unity and fairness and a direct
relationship with individual Russians. State power eventually overwhelmed both the private sector economy
and the fragile realm of personal privacy. States of Obligation is at once a study in Russian economic history
and a reflection on the modern state and the modern citizen. 
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this States of Obligation:
Taxes and Citizenship in the Russian Empire and Early Soviet Republic book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Amanda Dell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the publication untitled States of Obligation: Taxes and Citizenship in the Russian
Empire and Early Soviet Republic can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Maria Davis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love States of Obligation: Taxes
and Citizenship in the Russian Empire and Early Soviet Republic, you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Martin Herrin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its
cover may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be States of Obligation: Taxes and Citizenship
in the Russian Empire and Early Soviet Republic why because the amazing cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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