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"Dear Master" is a rare firsthand look at the values, self-perception, and private life of the black American
slave. The fullest known record left by an American slave family, this collection of more than two hundred
letters?including seven discovered since the book's original appearance?reveals the relationship of two
generations of the Skipwith family with the Virginia planter John Hartwell Cocke.

The letters, dating from 1834 to 1865, fall into two groups. The first were written by Peyton Skipwith and his
children from Liberia, where they settled after being freed in 1833 by Cocke, a devout Christian and
enlightened slaveholder. The letters, which tell of harsh frontier life, reveal the American values the
Skipwiths took with them to Africa, and express their faith in Liberia's future and pride in their
accomplishments.

The second group of letters, written by George Skipwith and his daughter Lucy, originate from Cocke's
Alabama plantation, an experimental work community to which Cocke sent his most talented, responsible
slaves to prepare them for the moral and educational challenges of emancipation. George, a "privileged
bondsman," was a slave driver. His letters about the management of the plantation include reports on the
slaves' conduct and any disciplinary actions he took. Readers can sense George's pride in his work and also
his ambivalence toward his role as leader in the slave hierarchy.

Lucy, Cocke's chief domestic slave, was the plantation nurse and teacher. Her letters, filled with details about
spiritual, familial, and health matters, also display her skill at exploiting her master's trust and her uncommon
boldness, for she spoke against whites to her master when she felt they hampered his slaves' education.

"Dear Master" affirms that these slaves and former slaves were not simply victims; they were actors in a
complex human drama. The letters imply trust and affection between master and slave, but there were other
motives as well for the letter-writing. The Liberian Skipwiths needed American-made supplies; moreover,
the whole family may have viewed their relationship with Cocke as a chance to help free other slaves. In his
new preface, Miller reevaluates his book in light of changes in the historiography of American slavery over
the past decade.
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From reader reviews:

Kirsten Muncy:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family
(Brown Thrasher Books) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Shawn Marsh:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave
Family (Brown Thrasher Books). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Gussie Steller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher
Books) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown
Thrasher Books) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books). You never really feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Cora Spillane:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown
Thrasher Books) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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