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The decades between 1970 and the end of the twentieth century saw the disciplines of history and
anthropology draw closer together, with historians paying more attention to social and cultural factors and
the significance of everyday experience in the study of the past. The people, rather than elite actors, became
the focus of their inquiry, and anthropological insights into agriculture, kinship, ritual, and folk customs
enabled historians to develop richer and more representative narratives. The intersection of these two
disciplines also helped scholars reframe the legacies of empire and the roots of colonial knowledge.

In this collection of essays and lectures, history's turn from high politics and formal intellectual history
toward ordinary lives and cultural rhythms is vividly reflected in a scholar's intellectual journey to India.
Nicholas B. Dirks recounts his early study of kingship in India, the rise of the caste system, the emergence of
English imperial interest in controlling markets and India's political regimes, and the development of a crisis
in sovereignty that led to an extraordinary nationalist struggle. He shares his personal encounters with
archives that provided the sources and boundaries for research on these subjects, ultimately revealing the
limits of colonial knowledge and single disciplinary perspectives. Drawing parallels to the way American
universities balance the liberal arts and specialized research today, Dirks, who has occupied senior
administrative positions and now leads the University of California at Berkeley, encourages scholars to
continue to apply multiple approaches to their research and build a more global and ethical archive.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

The book Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar's Passage to India (Cultures of History) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
good thing like a book Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar's Passage to India (Cultures of History)? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Autobiography of an Archive: A
Scholar's Passage to India (Cultures of History) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Corrina Sutton:

The particular book Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar's Passage to India (Cultures of History) has a
lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Jorge Raines:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar's
Passage to India (Cultures of History) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar's Passage to India (Cultures of History) as good book not simply by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal
with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lynn Groff:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar's Passage to India (Cultures of History) this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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