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Growing up in Huntsville, Alabama, during the first quarter of the 20th century, Alabama-born organist and
composer Lee Orville Erwin, like many of the 20th century’s great American composers, spent time studying
in Paris. From 1930 until 1931 Erwin studied in France with organist André Marchal and the harmony
teachers Jean Verd and Nadia Boulanger. This formative experience greatly shaped his compositional style
and aesthetic. Upon returning to the United States, Erwin began his lengthy career in radio and television
working with Arthur Godfrey. In 1967, Erwin was commissioned by the American Theater Organ Society to
compose organ music for the Gloria Swanson film Queen Kelly. It was this film that led his career back into
the consoles of the great American theater organs. He toured extensively, playing thousands of concerts of
organ music during silent film showings. He thus ushered in the silent film revival, continuing the genre of
live music performance accompanying film. Erwin, believing that cue sheets originally compiled for these
films during the silent film era were “full of the musical cliché’s of the 1920s,” composed new scores to over
100 silent films.

An American Organist in Paris presents Lee Orville Erwin's letters from France to his family in 1930-1931.
In these letters, Erwin recounts his daily experiences and encounters with some of the 20th century's greatest
musicians and teachers. He writes of his lessons with Marchal, Verd, and Boulanger and dinner parties with
Olivier Messiaen. Erwin's letters not only provide the singular experiences of a young musician but also
reflect the common experiences shared by the multitude of American composers who studied in France
during this time. These letters are extensively footnoted to provide clarity and background information of the
locations and personalities discussed. A biographical chapter on Erwin, which outlines his extensive musical
career and impact on the silent film music revival in the 20th century, is also included. This book will serve
as a unique glimpse into the life of one of America's most prolific composers for the theater organ.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

The knowledge that you get from An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-
1931 could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but An American Organist in
Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having that An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville
Erwin, 1930-1931 instantly.

Thelma Price:

The book untitled An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931 is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of An American Organist in Paris: The
Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

William Moreau:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville
Erwin, 1930-1931 can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love An American
Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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