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Often growing far above the ground, "air plants" (or epiphytes) defy many of our common perceptions about
plants. The majority use their roots only for attachment in the crowns of larger, usually woody plants-or to
objects such as rocks and buildings-and derive moisture and nutrients from the atmosphere and by collecting
falling debris. Only the mistletoes are true parasites. Epiphytes are not anomalies and there are
approximately 28,000 species-about 10 percent of the higher or vascular plants-that grow this way. Many
popular houseplants, including numerous aroids, bromeliads, ferns, and orchids, rank among the most
familiar examples. In Air Plants, David H. Benzing takes a reader on a tour of the many taxonomic groups to
which the epiphytes belong and explains in nontechnical language the anatomical and physiological
adaptations that allow these plants to conserve water, thrive without the benefit of soil, and engage in
unusual relationships with animals such as frogs and ants.

Benzing's comprehensive account covers topics including ecology, evolution, photosynthesis and water
relations, mineral nutrition, reproduction, and the nature of the forest canopy as habitat for the free-living and
parasitic epiphytes. It also pays special attention to important phenomena such as adaptive trade-offs and leaf
economics. Drawing on the author's deep experience with epiphytes and the latest scientific research, this
book is accessible to readers unfamiliar with technical botany; it features a lavish illustration program,
references, a glossary, and tables.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

The feeling that you get from Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read
it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens
instantly.

Teresa Sullivan:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Air Plants:
Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens.

Molly Maldonado:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens.

Maria Hughes:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial
Gardens is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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