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From the head of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission and noted professor of law and history at the University
of Pennsylvania, a groundbreaking book that examines both civil and criminal court cases from the Civil
War to the present, to reveal the impact of stereotyping--race, class, gender--on the American legal system.

The question Mary Frances Berry asks: Whose story most strongly influences the making of legal decisions
in the American justice system? Using previously unexamined material from state appellate civil and
criminal court cases--cases of rape, seduction, and paternity disputes, and cases dealing with murder,
inheritance, and property disputes in which sexual relations are at the heart of the story--Berry takes us
through two centuries of American case law to show how attitudes toward gender, race, class, and sexuality
have materially affected, and continue to affect, judicial decision-making.

Among the many cases Berry discusses:

Alabama, 1867--A white woman sues her husband for divorce in both the lower and state supreme courts
because of his sexual relationship with a former slave, and is denied her petition on the basis that a sexual
relationship between a white man and a black woman is "of no consequence."

New York, 1932--In a surprising victory, the longtime mistress of a theater owner successfully contests her
lover's will and proves her right to inherit a wife's portion of the estate.

Texas, 1984--A suit by a woman against her female lover ends in a decision that allows the court to avoid
acknowledging the existence of a lesbian relationship.

And, in the 1990s, we see the cases of William Kennedy Smith, Mike Tyson, and O. J. Simpson in a new
context.

Moving stories, shocking stories, ironic stories, tragic stories--a book that fascinates in terms of its human
drama, by its demonstration of the ways in which prejudice affects justice, and by its account of how the law
has evolved (or hasn't) as our racial, social, and sexual attitudes have changed.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Phillips:

This The Pig Farmer's Daughter and Other Tales of American Justice: Episodes of Racism and Sexism in the
Courts from 1865 to the Present are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this The Pig Farmer's Daughter and Other Tales of American Justice: Episodes of Racism
and Sexism in the Courts from 1865 to the Present can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Pig Farmer's Daughter and
Other Tales of American Justice: Episodes of Racism and Sexism in the Courts from 1865 to the Present
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Timothy Parker:

The publication untitled The Pig Farmer's Daughter and Other Tales of American Justice: Episodes of
Racism and Sexism in the Courts from 1865 to the Present is the publication that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of The Pig Farmer's Daughter and Other Tales of American Justice: Episodes of
Racism and Sexism in the Courts from 1865 to the Present from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Bernice Bland:

The reason? Because this The Pig Farmer's Daughter and Other Tales of American Justice: Episodes of
Racism and Sexism in the Courts from 1865 to the Present is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Rose:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Pig Farmer's Daughter and Other
Tales of American Justice: Episodes of Racism and Sexism in the Courts from 1865 to the Present is simple
to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to



bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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