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After the fall of Fort Sumter to Confederate forces in April 1861, Dr. Norman Smith predicted ''that means
war and I will go tomorrow morning if called upon.'' And so he did, two days later, as surgeon of the
Massachusetts ''Old Sixth'' Regiment when it answered Lincoln's first call for troops. Best known for its fight
through Baltimore, when it was attacked by a secessionist mob and met with the first deaths of the Civil War,
this historic regiment provided the primary defense of Washington, D.C. while it was under siege. Regarded
as the ''life of the regiment,'' Smith headed to war leaving his new bride, having previously lost four wives
and all four of his children. This is a story of the resiliency of a deeply patriotic and spiritual man whose
career spanned profound changes in medicine and who grappled with the wartime illness that would
eventually kill him. It is also the story of a regiment whose march to save the capital captivated a country in
the early days of the war, inspiring poems, songs, and artists. Its story has since been largely overlooked but
it earned its place in history as the ''first to volunteer,'' ''first to give their lives,'' and ''first to reach
Washington equipped and ready to defend the capital.''
M.P. McConnell vividly exposes the chaos of the first days of the Civil War when the stakes were so high
including new details about the ''Old Sixth'' Regiment's camp conditions, health problems, number of
Baltimore casualties, and discipline challenges at the end of its service. The medical practice of a 19th
century New England doctor comes alive in the story along with details of the first amputation of the Civil
War by Dr. Smith just steps away from the Capitol Rotunda in the then chambers of the U.S. Supreme Court.
Richly illustrated with the first-ever gathering of period artwork and photographs chronicling the ''Old Sixth''
Regiment s service, along with extensive research into archival collections with never before published first-
hand accounts from letters, diaries, and orderly books--this work will appeal to the serious historian and non-
historian alike!
Read more about the book at ellencarsonpublishers.com
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

The book Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'': The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th
Massachusetts can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'': The Life and Times of Dr.
Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th Massachusetts? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'': The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil
War's 6th Massachusetts has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Curtis Miller:

The actual book Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'': The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's
6th Massachusetts will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The
book Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'': The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th
Massachusetts is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Hye Elliott:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'':
The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th Massachusetts that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Surgeon
of the ''Old Sixth'': The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th Massachusetts become
your own starter.

Milan Allen:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'':
The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th Massachusetts or maybe others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and



more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to
put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Surgeon of the ''Old Sixth'':
The Life and Times of Dr. Norman Smith and the Civil War's 6th Massachusetts to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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