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As Apollo 11's Lunar Module descended toward the moon under automatic control, a program alarm in the
guidance computer's software nearly caused a mission abort. Neil Armstrong responded by switching off the
automatic mode and taking direct control. He stopped monitoring the computer and began flying the
spacecraft, relying on skill to land it and earning praise for a triumph of human over machine. In Digital
Apollo, engineer-historian David Mindell takes this famous moment as a starting point for an exploration of
the relationship between humans and computers in the Apollo program. In each of the six Apollo landings,
the astronaut in command seized control from the computer and landed with his hand on the stick. Mindell
recounts the story of astronauts' desire to control their spacecraft in parallel with the history of the Apollo
Guidance Computer. From the early days of aviation through the birth of spaceflight, test pilots and
astronauts sought to be more than "spam in a can" despite the automatic controls, digital computers, and
software developed by engineers. Digital Apollo examines the design and execution of each of the six Apollo
moon landings, drawing on transcripts and data telemetry from the flights, astronaut interviews, and NASA's
extensive archives. Mindell's exploration of how human pilots and automated systems worked together to
achieve the ultimate in flight -- a lunar landing -- traces and reframes the debate over the future of humans
and automation in space. The results have implications for any venture in which human roles seem
threatened by automated systems, whether it is the work at our desktops or the future of exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Grady Comer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Digital Apollo:
Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Victor Hubbard:

The actual book Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Al Fraire:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Digital Apollo: Human and Machine
in Spaceflight (MIT Press) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Digital
Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) as good book but not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Charles Parker:

Beside this kind of Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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