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Timely—as the 2012 presidential election nears—and controversial, here is the first book by a major
African-American public intellectual on racial politics and the Obama presidency.
 
Renowned for his cool reason vis-à-vis the pitfalls and clichés of racial discourse, Randall
Kennedy—Harvard professor of law and author of the New York Times best seller Nigger: The Strange
Career of a Troublesome Word—gives us a keen and shrewd analysis of the complex relationship between
the first black president and his African-American constituency.
 
Kennedy tackles such hot-button issues as the nature of racial opposition to Obama, whether Obama has a
singular responsibility to African Americans, electoral politics and cultural chauvinism, black patriotism, the
differences in Obama’s presentation of himself to blacks and to whites, the challenges posed by the dream of
a postracial society, and the far-from-simple symbolism of Obama as a leader of the Joshua generation in a
country that has elected only three black senators and two black governors in its entire history.
 
Eschewing the critical excesses of both the left and the right, Kennedy offers a gimlet-eyed view of Obama’s
triumphs and travails, his strengths and weaknesses, as they pertain to the troubled history of race in
America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Persistence of the Color Line:
Racial Politics and the Obama Presidency is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Emile Guzman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Persistence of
the Color Line: Racial Politics and the Obama Presidency suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Persistence of the Color Line: Racial Politics and
the Obama Presidencyis one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Marilyn McDermott:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Persistence of the Color Line: Racial Politics and the Obama Presidency your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Persistence of the Color Line: Racial Politics
and the Obama Presidency giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Philip Martin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Persistence of the Color Line: Racial
Politics and the Obama Presidency book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Persistence of the Color
Line: Racial Politics and the Obama Presidency as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional



sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.
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