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“Randel is endlessly fascinating, and Holloway’s biography tells his life with great skill.”—Steve Weinberg,
USA Today

John Randel Jr. (1787–1865) was an eccentric and flamboyant surveyor. Renowned for his inventiveness as
well as for his bombast and irascibility, Randel was central to Manhattan’s development but died in financial
ruin. Telling Randel’s engrossing and dramatic life story for the first time, this eye-opening biography
introduces an unheralded pioneer of American engineering and mapmaking.

Charged with “gridding” what was then an undeveloped, hilly island, Randel recorded the contours of
Manhattan down to the rocks on its shores. He was obsessed with accuracy and steeped in the values of the
Enlightenment, in which math and science promised dominion over nature. The result was a series of maps,
astonishing in their detail and precision, which undergird our knowledge about the island today. During his
varied career Randel created surveying devices, designed an early elevated subway, and proposed a
controversial alternative route for the Erie Canal—winning him admirers and enemies.

The Measure of Manhattan is more than just the life of an unrecognized engineer. It is about the ways in
which surveying and cartography changed the ground beneath our feet. Bringing Randel’s story into the
present, Holloway travels with contemporary surveyors and scientists trying to envision Manhattan as a wild
island once again. Illustrated with dozens of historical images and antique maps, The Measure of Manhattan
is an absorbing story of a fascinating man that captures the era when Manhattan—indeed, the entire
country—still seemed new, the moment before canals and railroads helped draw a grid across the American
landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and
Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor book is readable through you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The
Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer,
Surveyor, Inventor content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr.,
Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kelly Cohn:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career
and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor, you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Patricia Baker:

The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr.,
Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and
Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Jackie Armstrong:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended to you is The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John
Randel, Jr., Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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