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When the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act, some saw the decision as a textbook example of
neutral judicial decision making, noting that a Republican Chief Justice joined the Court’s Democratic
appointees to uphold most provisions of the ACA. Others characterized the decision as the latest example of
partisan justice and cited the actions of a bloc of the Court’s Republican appointees, who voted to strike
down the statute in its entirety. Still others argued that the ACA’s fate ultimately hinged not on the Court but
on the outcome of the 2012 election. These interpretations reflect larger stories about judicial politics that
have emerged in polarized America. Are judges neutral legal umpires, unaccountable partisan activists, or
political actors whose decisions conform to—rather than challenge—the democratic will?

Drawing on a sweeping survey of litigation on abortion, affirmative action, gay rights, and gun rights across
the Clinton, Bush, and Obama eras, Thomas M. Keck argues that, while each of these stories captures part of
the significance of judicial politics in polarized times, each is also misleading. Despite judges’ claims, actual
legal decisions are not the politically neutral products of disembodied legal texts. But neither are judges
“tyrants in robes,” undermining democratic values by imposing their own preferences. Just as often, judges
and the public seem to be pushing in the same direction. As for the argument that the courts are powerless
institutions, Keck shows that their decisions have profound political effects. And, while advocates on both
the left and right engage constantly in litigation to achieve their ends, neither side has consistently won.
Ultimately, Keck argues, judges respond not simply as umpires, activists, or political actors, but in light of
distinctive judicial values and practices.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely Judicial Politics in Polarized Times.

Mary Todd:

Beside that Judicial Politics in Polarized Times in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Judicial Politics in Polarized Times because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!

Keith Smith:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book Judicial Politics in Polarized Times. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Edward Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Judicial Politics in Polarized Times.
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