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German-Jewish political philosopher Hannah Arendt (1906–75) fled from the Nazis to New York in 1941,
and during the next thirty years in America she wrote her best-known and most influential works, such as
The Human Condition, The Origins of Totalitarianism, and On Revolution. Yet, despite the fact that a
substantial portion of her oeuvre was written in America, not Europe, no one has directly considered the
influence of America on her thought—until now. In Arendt and America, historian Richard H. King argues
that while all of Arendt’s work was haunted by her experience of totalitarianism, it was only in her adopted
homeland that she was able to formulate the idea of the modern republic as an alternative to totalitarian rule.

 

Situating Arendt within the context of U.S. intellectual, political, and social history, King reveals how
Arendt developed a fascination with the political thought of the Founding Fathers. King also re-creates her
intellectual exchanges with American friends and colleagues, such as Dwight Macdonald and Mary
McCarthy, and shows how her lively correspondence with sociologist David Riesman helped her understand
modern American culture and society. In the last section of Arendt and America, King sets out the context in
which the Eichmann controversy took place and follows the debate about “the banality of evil” that has
continued ever since.  As King shows, Arendt’s work, regardless of focus, was shaped by postwar American
thought, culture, and politics, including the Civil Rights Movement and the Cold War.

For Arendt, the United States was much more than a refuge from Nazi Germany; it was a stimulus to rethink
the political, ethical, and historical traditions of human culture. This authoritative combination of intellectual
history and biography offers a unique approach for thinking about the influence of America on Arendt’s
ideas and also the effect of her ideas on American thought.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

The book Arendt and America make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make reading a book Arendt and America to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a book Arendt and America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Mark Carlton:

Why? Because this Arendt and America is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Kevin Williams:

You can get this Arendt and America by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Helen Massey:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Arendt and America was colourful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Arendt and America has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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