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For a hundred years after the end of the Civil War, a quarter of all Americans lived under a system of
legalized segregation called Jim Crow. Together with its rigidly enforced canon of racial "etiquette," these
rules governed nearly every aspect of life--and outlined draconian punishments for infractions.

The purpose of Jim Crow was to keep African Americans subjugated at a level as close as possible to their
former slave status. Exceeding even South Africa's notorious apartheid in the humiliation, degradation, and
suffering it brought, Jim Crow left scars on the American psyche that are still felt today.  American
Nightmare examines and explains Jim Crow from its beginnings to its end: how it came into being, how it
was lived, how it was justified, and how, at long last, it was overcome only a few short decades ago. Most
importantly, this book reveals how a nation founded on principles of equality and freedom came to enact as
law a pervasive system of inequality and virtual slavery.

Although America has finally consigned Jim Crow to the historical graveyard, Jerrold Packard shows why it
is important that this scourge--and an understanding of how it happened--remain alive in the nation's
collective memory.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

The book American Nightmare: The History of Jim Crow can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book American Nightmare: The
History of Jim Crow? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
American Nightmare: The History of Jim Crow has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michelle Saunders:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular American Nightmare: The History of
Jim Crow to read.

Katherine Velasquez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take American Nightmare: The History of Jim Crow as
the daily resource information.

Nicholas Riley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
American Nightmare: The History of Jim Crow, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.
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